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Black Women: Race, Gender, & Sexuality

This course offers an interdisciplinary examination of the historical and contemporary
experiences of black women in the United States from the Antebellum Era through the present.
We will explore key themes including labor and class, gender and sexuality, as well as
individual and collective forms of resistance. How have the intersecting forms of oppression
impacted black women’s historical lives? How is difference constructed through interrelated and
overlapping ideologies of race and gender? How do scholars uncover black women’s historical
lives and what are the challenges to such discoveries? This course examines black women’s
individual and collective struggles for freedom from racism, sexism, and heteropatriarchy as well
as black women’s participation in and challenge to social movements including Suffrage,
Women’s Liberation, Civil Rights, Black Power, and the Black Lives Matter Movement. A
common thread throughout will be the emergence and development of black feminist and
womanist thought, and the analyses of social conditions over time.
Through a combination of assigned readings, discussion threads (forums), films, podcasts,
video clips, this course will allow students to critically explore the major social, political, and
economic trends in African American women’s lives, past and present. The course’s reaction
papers will give students the opportunity to practice critical thinking and writing skills through
engagement with primary and secondary source materials.

Required Texts:
-Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, by Harriet Jacobs, 1861 (digital copy Incidents in the Life... )
-When They Call You a Terrorist: a Black Lives Matter Memoir, Patrisse Khan-Cullors & asha bandle,
2017
-Women, Race & Class, by Angela Davis, 1981 (digital copy Angela Davis. Women,Race,Class)
-Other readings, videos, podcasts, available as weblinks in the syllabus and at Moodle.
-Any mini-Lectures will be uploaded at Moodle site (not linked in the syllabus)

The University Online Learning Management System (LMS) is Moodle: We’ll be using Moodle
for distributing handouts, uploading assignments, reporting grades, and making
announcements. Get familiar and comfortable with using Moodle. You will submit all
assignments through that site and you’re responsible for knowing all information and material
posted on the site.
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Course Assignments:
-Multiple Choice Quizzes
(100 pts each) x4
-Film Reaction Essay (1-2pgs) see approved film list below (100 pts)
-When They Call You a Terrorist BLM memoir (2-3pgs)
(200 pts)
-Creative Final Project (solo or teams of 2 ppl)
(200 pts)
-3 Short reaction papers (1 page each)
(20 pts each) x3
-4 Discussion Forum Threads (respond/interact)
(10 pts each) x4

Points
400
100
200
200
60
40
1000

Assignment Details:
-Multiple Choice Quizzes will consist of 10 multiple choice questions with 30 minutes to
complete. The questions will reflect the readings from the previous weeks (see schedule below).
-All papers should be double-spaced, 12-font, with no more than 1 inch margins all around.
-Film Reaction Essay (1-2 pages) will consist of your thoughtful reaction of a pre-approved film
that deals with black women and race, gender, sexuality. Focus your reaction paper on analysis
and interpretation of black women, race, gender and sexuality in the film. Make connections to
class readings when possible. Due Feb. 25th by 5PM Mountain Time
Paper Outline: (all papers should be double-spaced, 12-font, 1-inch margins all around)
Part 1- Introduction: Name of the film. Summary of the film. Main themes in the film.
Part 2- Choose 3 themes in the film, and what motivated you to choose this film?
1st theme in the film (discuss and relate to intersectionality)
2nd theme in the film (discuss and relate to intersectionality)
3rd theme in the film (discuss and relate to intersectionality)
Part 3- Concluding thoughts.
Approved Film list: (films can be found at most free and/or paid streaming sites, i.e. Youtube, Netflix, Amazon Prime, Hulu,
HBO, IMdb, Tubi, Pluto, etc. also check public & university libraries, etc.)

= LGBTQIA+ theme(s) included in film:

-Becoming (2020) no rating, documentary, an intimate look at the life of former first lady, Michelle Obama after eight
years in the White House. She reflects on her life, marriage to Barack, and years in the White House.
-The Color Purple (1985) rated R
set in the early 1900s North Carolina, tells the story of a young Black girl
named Celie Harris, displaying the problems Black women faced during the early 20th century including
domestic violence, incest, pedophilia, poverty, racism and sexism. Celie is transformed as she finds her selfworth through the help of strong female companions. Based on the 1982 novel by Alice Walker.
-Harriet (2019) rated PG-13, set between 1850-1913 Harriet’s escape from slavery through the dangerous missions
she led to liberate hundreds of slaves through the Underground Railroad.
-Lorraine Hansberry: Sighted Eyes/Feeling Heart (2017) no rating
PBS American Masters documentary on the
life of playwright, activist Lorraine Hansberry.
-Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom (2020) rated R
set in 1920s Chicago. A day in the life of blues singer Ma Rainey and
her band as they prepare to record one of her songs. Based on the1982 play by August Wilson.
-Pariah (2011) rated R
story of Alike, a 17-year-old Black teenager embracing her identity as a lesbian.
-A Raisin in the Sun (1961) no rating, the story of a Black family's experiences in southside Chicago as they attempt
to improve their financial circumstances with an insurance payout following the death of the father.
Based on the 1959 Broadway play by Lorraine Hansberry.
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-The Watermelon Woman (1996) no rating
Set in 1990s Philadelphia. A young black lesbian filmmaker probes
into the life of a 1930s black actress who played 'mammy' archetypes. Written/directed by Cheryl Dunye.
-What Happened Miss Simone? (2015) documentary on the life, music, and mental health struggles of singer, Nina
Simone.
-The Women of Brewster Place (1989) no rating
Set in an unnamed urban industrial city in the northern U.S.
around the lives of a multigenerational group of black women living in an inner-city apartment building. Based on the
1982 novel by Gloria Naylor

-When They Call You a Terrorist: A Black Lives Matter memoir (2-3 pages) Due April 15th 5PM
Where are the intersections? Are there comments about space, cartography, geography?
What does Patrisse Khan-Cullors want us to know about her life?
Discuss social location, social context, experiences, and the making of meaning in the life of KhanCullors. Name three influences in her life. In other words, what made Patrisse become who she is today?
Are there take-aways that could be found or might relate to the lives of other black women and activism
today? Make connections to other class readings when possible.

-Creative Final Project: Develop ten minutes of content relevant to our class and present it
creatively in audio/visual format, i.e. podcast, video, talk show format, news format, art, poetry,
spoken word, dance, other creative format ideas. Make use of the digital arts & have fun with
this but the content must be serious. Duos- you can work with one other person in the class or
work alone to create a digital project that spotlights black women in the U.S. Refer to class
readings. Highlight an issue and propose a trajectory for where we go now on the road to
equally and equity for black women, thus making things better for all humanity. Share your
ideas with the professor ahead of time. Due May 2nd by 5PM Mountain Time

Plagiarism: Plagiarism and academic dishonesty of any kind are discouraged and will be
investigated by me and the Dean’s office in earnest and will be met with consequences. You are
responsible for understanding what constitutes plagiarism and misconduct. If you have any
questions consult the Student Handbook and/or see me.

Important items and tips:
ü There are 4 optional zoom mtgs at my zoom room this semester, see schedule for dates.
ü Generally, I will not respond to emails after 5PM during the week and not on weekends.
ü Emails about our class will need to be scheduled for a zoom meeting. Emailing back and
forth often causes confusion and doesn’t effectively communicate as well as a meeting.
ü Please be mindful of the tone of your emails and all communication with me and other
classmates. Let’s Respect one another. Take time to reflect and be introspective.
ü When an assignment is due, emailing me that you need clarification the day before or a
couple of hours before submission is not the best way to receive help from me.
ü LATE ASSIGNMENTS-> try not to be late...you can lose 5 points for each day an
assignment is late. Think about that. It’s a lot. Organize your time to work. Give time for
brainstorming, drafting, revising, and editing all your work.
ü QUIZZES will be available on the day of the quiz. Reading all assigned readings will help
you on the quizzes.
ü Classmates are encouraged to create study groups and share notes for quiz prep, peer
support, and the final creative project.
Dr. Dowdy’s zoom room scheduled Q&A meetings (optional) Mon. Jan.24/ Tues. Feb.22/
Tues. March 22/ Tues. April 26th 6-6:30PM Mountain time, I’ll be on zoom for 30 min. each
date. Dr. Dowdy’s Meeting Room: https://umontana.zoom.us/j/6095530984
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Schedule
Week
1

Dates
Week of
Jan.18

2

Week of
Jan.24

Readings: Age, Race, Class & Sex: Women Redefining Difference From Sister Outsider: Essays &
Speeches, by Audre Lorde Link ; Kimberle Crenshaw on Intersectionality Link; 18 min. TED Talk
video on Intersectionality Link; bell hooks (interlocking systems of domination) white supremacist
capitalist patriarchy Link. Terminology: Dehumanized Inferior, Mythical Norm, Intersectionality,
difference & deviance, interlocking systems of domination, white supremacist capitalist patriarchy
Listen to the Podcast Black Girl Geographies with Loren Cahill Link centering radical love among
blackgirls. The spaces Black women draw upon for love & care. short reaction 1 Due Fri. Jan.28 by
5PM all papers should be double-spaced, 12-font, 1-inch margins all around
Terminology: blackgirl, geography, cartography, subaltern, oral history, kitchen table, front porch
Optional- consider viewing the 2019 film Harriet starring Cynthia Erivo
Optional zoom room meeting: Mon. Jan.24 6-6:30PM mountain time

3

Week of
Jan.31

Readings: Harriet Jacob’s Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl. Where are the Intersections? Link
What overall themes come through? Are there implicit/explicit lessons in how enslaved black women
were viewed, and how they understood their own race, gender, sexuality? Where does space,
geography, cartography show up? Discussion Forum #1 all week Thread: Engage. Respond.
Inquire. Suggest. Forum/Discussion Threads stay up Monday through Friday. You are expected to
engage.

4

Week of
Feb.7

Readings: Chapters 1,2,3 Women, Race & Class, Angela Davis Link (the legacy of slavery, antislavery, class & race in the women’s movement); Video of Nikole Hannah-Jones, the 1619 Project
(15 min.) Link Multiple Choice Quiz 1 on Tues. Feb.8 (Quiz covers weeks 1,2,3)

5

Week of
Feb.14

Readings: Chapters 4,5,6,7 Women, Race & Class, Angela Davis Link (racism, emancipation,
education, suffrage) 2 brief videos, Who is Angela Davis Link Link 2

6

Week of
Feb.21

Readings: Introduction to How We Get Free, by Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor Link
Film Reaction Paper Due Feb.25 by 5PM Mountain Time

7

Week of
Feb.28

Video Lecture: (58min.) Sister Citizen: Shame, Stereotypes & Black Women in America, Melissa
Harris-Perry Link Discussion Forum #2 all week Thread: Engage. Respond. Inquire. Suggest.
Forum/Discussion Threads stay up Monday through Friday. You are expected to engage.

8

Week of
March 7

Readings: Black Women’s Sexuality- A sexual subject: Black women’s sexuality in Insecure (HBO
series), Yael Levy (2019) Link Colonizing Black Female Bodies within Patriarchal Capitalism:
Feminist and Human Rights Perspectives, Akeia A.F. Benard (2016) Link
Origin of the Stud: Black Queer History Link
Videos gender roles: Amber’s Closet Link; lesbians/problematic binary gender roles? Link
Multiple Choice Quiz 2 on Tues. March 8 (Quiz covers weeks 4,5,6)

9

Week of
March 14

Hip-Hop Movement & Black Women Readings: Empowering Self, Making Choices, Creating
Spaces: Black Female Identity via Rap Music Performance, Cheryl L. Keys Link; Where My Girls
At? Negotiating Black Womanhood in music videos, Rana A. Emerson Link; Your Revolution,
spoken word by Sarah Jones, 1999 (explicit lyrics) Link
short reaction 2 Due March 18 by 5PM Mountain Time

10

Week of
March 21

Black Women in the Political Arena, view videos...
Kamala Harris (lawyer) Vice President of the U.S.A. Kamala Harris
Keisha Lance Bottoms (lawyer) Mayor of Atlanta, GA Keisha Lance Bottoms
Stacey Abrams (lawyer) GA Politician, Stacey Abrams
Cori Bush (BLM activist) House of Representatives for Missouri, Cori Bush
Lori Lightfoot (lawyer) First openly Gay Black Woman Mayor, Chicago, Lori Lightfoot
Discussion Forum #3 all week Thread: Engage. Respond. Inquire. Suggest. Thread stays up all
week. Engage. Optional zoom room meeting: Tues.March22, 6-6:30PM mountain time

Optional zoom room meeting: Tues. Feb.22, 6-6:30PM mountain time
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11

Week of
March 28

Marielle Franco, Afro-Brazilian woman politician: Readings: Marielle Franco; life & battles of
Marielle; Death of a Champion Even though our course centers Black women in the U.S., I highlight
one Black Brazilian woman as a global representative of what Black women face outside the U.S. ...
not that different.
Multiple Choice Quiz 3 on Tues. March 29 (Quiz covers weeks 7,8,9)

12

Week of
April 4

Readings: Listen to Black Women: Black Women’s Health is Intersectional Justice Link
Protect Black Women; Save America from Itself: Elect Black Women Link
short reaction 3 due April 8 by 5PM Mountain time

13

Week of
April 11

Complete Reading of: When they Call You a Terrorist: A Black Lives Matter Memoir, by Cullors and
bandle.
This Book Review Due April 15 by 5PM Mountain Time

14

Week of
April 18

Beyoncé a.k.a. Queen Bey visual analysis of Beyoncé videos
Visual Analysis: Run the World; Formation; Hold Up; All Night; If I Were a Boy
View these 5 Beyonce videos and think about her visual choices... messages through lyrics and
images. Do you see any intersections of race, gender, sexuality? What is Beyoncé suggesting about
black cis-gender hetero womanhood through her visual choices?
Discussion Forum #4 all week Thread: Engage. Respond. Inquire. Suggest. Thread stays up all
week. Engage.

15

Week of
April 25

Time and Space to work on your Creative Final Project.
Multiple Choice Quiz 4 on Tues. April 26 (Quiz covers weeks 11,12,13,14)
Optional zoom room meeting: Tues. April 26, 6-6:30PM mountain time

______

_______

_______________________________________________________________________________

16

Week of
May 2

Creative Final Project Due by 5PM Mountain time, May 2nd
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